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Imaginary Soundiracks for Tuwo Silent Warhol Films

There are plenty of ways to
kiss, this Andy Warhol knew. In
his film “Kiss,” which was
screened at the Walter Reade
Theater on Friday night, there

MU S[ C was nibbling,

munching, sucking,
REV]EW swallowing, biting
.IO

and more. Each in-

timacy had its own
CARAMANICA Deculiar rhythm.

Or was the point

that rhythm was inconstant?
“Kiss” was one of two Warhol
shorts shown here as part of the
Unsound Festival. The second,
with an unprintable title, depicted
a young man from the neck up,
supposedly receiving oral sex.

Both films, as originally re-
leased, were silent, but the Un-
sound Festival, an electronic-mu-
sic smorgasbord that began last
week and continues through Sun-
day, gave them imaginary sound-
tracks. “Kiss” received the atten-
tions of Max Loderbauer of the,
German electronic duo nsi. (the
other member, Tobias Freund,
was unable to attend) and Sasu
Ripatti (who also performed the
previous night at the festival’s
opening show, under his Vladi-
slav Delay alias). The second film
was tackled by the Detroit techno
innovator Carl Craig.

Mr. Loderbauer, who was play-
ing dark, stern figures on a key-
board and manipulating an ef-
fects kit, and Mr. Ripatti, who was
taking Mr. Loderbauer’s sounds
and tweaking them with his own
effects and controlling the mix,
were working with the more fruit-
ful and vibrant source material.
‘The kisses on screen above them
played as a series of anti-erotic
grotesqueries, but there was
often no correlation between
screen and sound, with disjointed
crashing noises during one of the
most tender interactions, and low
bass thrums during a scene with
the aggression of a “Wild King-
dom” highlight reel.

The music was constant, but
there were long enough lulls to
ponder the social dynamics of
Warhol’s Factory, and whether
the subjects of these films were
empowered or overpowered De-
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Unsound Festival cart Craig accompanied an Andy Warhol film at the Walter Reade Theater on Friday night.

spite the inclusion of some gay
couples, “Kiss,” made in 1963,
was surprisingly hetero-norma-
tive. In most of the male-female
couplings, the woman is passive,
with the man seemingly attack-
ing, often from above.

- But in the end the music ren-
dered no judgment on the film.
Even though Mr. Loderbauer
regularly glanced over at Mr.
Ripatti to check in, it seemed nei-
ther was much concerned with
what was transpiring in the film.
They were talking to each other.

Mr. Craig, who performed
alone, didn’t have that luxury,
nor did he have the benefit of sev-
eral discrete scenes to dissect
and comment on. His Warhol
film, from 1964, was a single still
shot, varying only in angle of
head, direction of eye, tensmn
and mood.

With this limited palette, Mr.
Craig, who largely played a
custom-built modular synthesiz-
er, was comparaiively florid, with

bulbcus, emphatic music that
turned Mr. Warhol’s single shot
into a series of micro-move-
ments. In places, Mr. Craig re-
turned to his techno roots, inject-
ing a crisp drum pattern during
blips of excitement on screen. In
one brilliant moment he dropped
a beat just as the film subject’s
eyes lined up with the camera
with a look of severity.

Like Mr. Loderbauer and Mr.

" Ripatti before him, Mr. Craig was

tentative, as if not wanting to in-
terrupt the film. And there were
missteps, particularly when Mr.
Craig attempted moments of
lightness, which led only to the
realization that any sound effects
added to a sex scene begin to
take on a comedic air.

But he understood something
Mr. Loderbauer and Mr. Ripatti
had not: that intimacy moves
back and forth between abstrac-
tion and lucidity, and to fully cap-
ture it, you’ve got{o be paying at-
tention.
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